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Abstract

This study aimed at focussong on the Iranian- Saudi political relations and
their Impact on the regional security of the Arabian Gulf from 1980 through
2003. This is due to the importance of these two countries which have
became the two major=peles=in=the=Gulf=espeeially=after Iraq had been
expelled out of the regional balance as of the early ninetigs of the last century,
as well as the significant role these two countries have in international
policies and economy.

The study consisted|of an-introductory chapter and three major chapters. The
introductory chapter.dealt.withstratigic..significance..of the Gulf area in
political, economic and geographic sides, and the concept security both Suadi
Arabia and Iran have in additional to their attitude toward the ways through
which stability and security in the Gulf could be achieved.

The first chapter discussed the Saudi and Iranian foreign policis in the Gulf in
association with theire goals and limitation bothe localy and internationally.

The second chapter traced the development of the Saudi- Iranian political
relations between 1979-2001, While the third chapter shed light on the current
realtions between the two countries and theire prospected furure, besides the
impacts of these realtions on gulf and regional security approching the
possibilities of cooperation and peaceful coexistence and possibilities of
competion and conflict.

Findings and Conclusion:

First: The gulf area is a very significant strategic location in the economic ,
political, religions and military approches. It is the linking ring between the
east and the west and contains the world’s largetsts oil reserve in addition to
having the most important Islamic holy sites. This has formed its significance
in the past and present and explained why the super powers have competed to
control it throughout history.
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Second: The visions of Saudi Arabia and Iran toword the Issue of Gulf
security are different, Whereas Irani emphasized that this issue is the
responsibility of states that surround the Gulf, thus rehecting any foreign
military interference. Saudi Arabia, whit the other Arabian Gulf states, has
adapted its vision seeking an effective security equilibreum that takes into
considration the political demands.

Third: The attacks of September 11, and the Anglo -American war against
Iraq by the early twenty first century have played big a considrable role in
expanding the strategic relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran under the
threat of leaving the security of the Gulf in the hands of American policy.
Consequently, the relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran have witnessed
vast progress during the recent three years and intrdiced better new grounds
upon which the preservation of the stability and security of the Gulf could be
maintained.

Fourth: The Iranian attempts to reform its diplomatic relations with Arabian
Gulf states, particularly Saudi Arabia, led to conclude that the Iranian current
leadership has realized that the concept of Iranian expansion and regional
dominance under cutrent conditions and American intervention and imposing
custudy on the regional states will not bring forth but failuer and more
political solitude. This- coused Iran to adopted concepts and principles
different from those-ef-the-lianian-ievolution-of-the-late seventieth of last
century .

Fifth: Visions and Scenarios associated with the future bilateral relations
range between two probabilities:

- Cooperation and coexistence :This is represented in the natural devlopment
of relation according to the “step by step* principle which depends on the
regional and international conditions and the ever changing events in the
region. Or, it may reach the point of strategic coalition in case all pending
issues between Iran and Arab Gulf states, particularly the UAE, are solved,
leading to joining the GCC in the form of an Islamic security bloc in the
Gulf, from which all aspects of national and sect differences disappear.

- Competion and Conflict: This is represented in the natural competition to
gain regional leadership in the Gulf, especially after Iraq has been expelled
out of power balance and United States domination instead imposing custudy
on the region and changing maps in accordance with the American strategic
interests in the in the Gulf and Middle East. The second scenario is associated
with the regional conflict which might be imposed by regional and
international new events especially after the occupation of Iraq and United
states trends to reconstruct some Islamic and Arab states in the Gulf and the
Middle East.
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